
	Nursery
We can find out about the world when we use our senses to see what is around us.
We can see, hear, smell and feel things and share how this makes us feel.

	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Theme
	Marvellous Me
Portraits Likes& dislikes Families People who help us
	Autumn
Light & Dark woodlands & animals Christmas food
	Winter
Changes in weather
Snow& ice Hibernation Colour, texture/pattern
	Spring
Animals & young changes from when they were babies
	Spring/Summer
Growing & planting cycles
	Summer Journeys
Holidays local area pirates ocean animals

	Asking and answering questions
	· Inside and outside – what is the difference?
· What can we see? What did the builders build? Nursery, walls, fences, school etc. What did God make? Trees, sky, flowers. Encourage pupils to question how things around them were ‘made’ in Nursery. (foundations of human and physical geography)
· What can we hear? (background traffic, sirens, voices, aeroplanes, people working). What does it tell us about the world around us? 
· What is the weather like? Why are the leaves changing? What do leaves feel like? What sounds do they make when we walk in them? 
· Ask questions about the nursery setting – Which is the quiet area? Where can you build? Where do we have story? Where can we run? Model directional language – over there, here, next to the sand, under the window.
· Activities: What happens to water on slopes? Puddles – where has water collected in our grounds? Can we make the water move? Will it stay here? Can we make our own puddles? (tarpaulin/trays watering cans) Why would the puddles get bigger?
· Maps – where is the house? How can we get to our garden? What does this symbol mean?

	Discovering for ourselves in our outside space.
	· Pupils use materials to build small and large structures and create areas – houses, trains etc.
· Pupils explore the outdoors after rain to look at puddles and see if they can create them with water. Explore how water falls, pools and makes tracks in the wet area.
· Pupils to use natural (physical) resources such as leaves, twigs, soil for craft and in the mud kitchen. 
· Pupils walk around our school grounds to find different features. Model and encourage, ‘I can see…’ (A big field, a fence around the playground, climbing frames, cars, big classrooms etc..)
· Map making - Drawing/painting/making/building structures. Can you put a field next to our nursery, a climbing frame on the grass etc.
· Orientation for big school – groups revisit areas in school and discuss how to get to library, class, hall.

	Fieldwork – going further than our Nursery
	· Visit our Millennium Garden each season (at least termly) to look at seasonal changes. Ask a question before setting off and discuss what they might see: What is happening to the leaves on the trees? How do we know it’s Spring?
· Mapping – photograph parts of the route as they travel (turn left, in front of the classroom) and then use them to retell in Nursery.
· Local walk – Walk to Morrisons, past the small garden, discuss seasons. Where do we get our food? What can we buy here? Look at fruit and veg and discuss where it grows, when we harvest it and how it gets to us.

	Vocabulary
	Understand and use vocabulary such as:
Directions: Here, over there, far away, next to, inside, outside
Seasonal language: Winter, Spring, Summer, Autumn, changes, weather, 



	Reception 
We can find out about the world when we use our senses to see what is around us.
We can explore our outdoor classroom to find out more about the world in which we live.

	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Main Theme

	Family
Who am I?
	Why aren’t the woods silent at night?
	Why is it important to look after Earth?
	How do things grow?
	What makes a story a fairy tale? King Charles
	Where in the world are we? Journeys

	Asking and Answering questions
	· Pupils to stand still and close their eyes. Ask what they can hear/smell/touch.
· What has changed now that it is Autumn/Summer? What else might happen? What happens after Autumn? Where do the leaves go?
· What can you see on the map? Where is…? What does this symbol mean?
· How does Red Riding Hood get to Grandma’s? What will she pass on the way?
· What would the Naughty Bus see in London? Describe what you can see? What would the Naughty Bus see if it came to St Michael’s.
· What is the same about Italy/Africa?India as our country? What can you see that is different?
· 

	Discovering for ourselves in our outside space.
	· Take digital photos of the outside space (close up/different angles) and ask pupils to go and find the place and take own photos.
· Collect and use natural materials for craft – leaves, flowers etc. Draw and paint, observing detail and changes.
· Pupils draw simple maps of our outside space and talk about how to follow them to get to places in Reception.
· Use books such as Lost & Found/The Naughty Bus to explore new places and countries and allow pupils to compare features such as land, climate, clothes and culture? What do we wear outside in winter? What do they wear in…?
· Pupils to experience and recognise environments which are different to the one they live in.

	Fieldwork – going further than our Nursery
	· Visit our Millennium garden and build on knowledge from Nursery as pupils identify features of a particular season (leaves changing colour). What might come next?
· Plot the route to the Millennium Garden and other parts of school and draw simple maps noting features such as play areas and classrooms.
· Explore the local area and identify features which are similar and different to school – cars, wheelie bins, trees, grass areas etc.

	Vocabulary
	Understand and use vocabulary such as:


	Early Learning Goals by the end of Reception:
· Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.
· Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries.
· Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants.
· Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments.
· Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including some seasons and changing states of matter.
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