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Intent
At St Michael’s CE Academy, our handwriting approach is closely linked to the Read Write Inc phonics scheme. From this starting point handwriting is taught progressively, sequentially and in line with the National Curriculum. Hand writing is taught in three stages which are detailed below. Handwriting is explicitly taught within Writing lessons and recorded within Writing books with the exception of Stage 1b. This teaching is supported by other activities in class such as practise worksheets.

The three key intentions of our handwriting approach are to:
· Help our children understand the importance of neat, correct presentation and develop pride and ownership with regards to their handwriting
· Develop children’s physical development and understanding of correct handwriting – this includes correct pencil grip and seating posture, consideration being given to left handed children as well
· Explicitly and consistently support our children, stage by stage, on their journey to speedy and fluent cursive handwriting


Implementation
Read Write Inc’s handwriting scheme is organised into three stages, named Stage 1 (split into 1a and 1b), Stage 2 and Stage 3. These are taught explicitly and progressively as per our Writing long term plan documents and with reference to Read Write Inc’s characters and phrases as per their guidance documentation. The plan and sequence in place for the academic year 2023/24 is very much an ‘establishing’ plan that reflects the introduction of the approach. It will be amended and tailored accordingly in subsequent years. 

The scheme starting point for each year group the age, specific needs and prior attainment for the group.

In Stage 1a, children focus on accurate letter formation. Letters are taught in thematic handwriting groups called around letters, down letters, curly letters and zig-zag letters.

In Stage 1b, children look at thematic groups of letters in order to develop their understanding of relative size.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In Stage 2, we focus on rapidly developing a more ‘mature’ formation of ten specific letters – a, d, g, o, c, q (around letters) and u, y, b, p (down letters)

In Stage 3, children develop their letter joins and joined writing skills. The scheme details two specific types of join: the diagonal ‘arm’ join and the horizontal ‘washing line’ join. Each join has three variations, making six in total. Within our agreed joining approach there are eight letters, for 2023/24 at least, will not join onto the following letter: b, q, g, j, s, y, z. 

Impact
The impact of our writing approach is that children are increasingly confident, independent and enthusiastic writers who recognise how writing can impact on people’s lives. With quality models and texts to inspire them and rich, focussed vocabulary supporting their journey they become wide-reading and wide-ranging writers over time.
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