Vision
At St. Michael’s we strive for all of our children to be readers: be able to read, choose to read and spending time to read.

We know that reading for pleasure overrides the affluent / disadvantage gap, therefore reading is given the highest priority at our school. Knowing that reading for pleasure is the single most important indicator of a child’s future success, we ensure children have every opportunity to become confident, avid readers. 

We know the importance of keeping children’s reading skill up with their enthusiasm, therefore we ensure reading enhancements are a key element of reading at St. Michael’s.

Teachers prioritise reading throughout the school day. They model good reading and enjoy stories with their class. 

Our reading curriculum aims to give children all the fundamentals required to be successful readers, who love to read. We prioritise our early reading, ensuring children work through the RWI phonics programme successfully. 

Our early reading opportunities develop children’s confidence to recognise sounds, blend and read fluently. Once competent readers our Y2 children move to our daily reading programme detailed below. This programme provides ample opportunity for children to be read to, to practise reading, develop their comprehension and most importantly, the chance to listen to and read a variety of styles and types of books.
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Reading Enhancements
At St. Michael’s we recognise the teaching of reading alone is insufficient for children to ‘be readers’. Reading enhancements are planned carefully into our curriculum regularly to ensure our children and parents/carers value the importance of reading as much as our teaching staff. 

Daily story time
All children in school have daily story time with their class teachers. This time is valuable for children to enjoy a range of carefully selected, age appropriate texts, whilst listening to their teacher model good fluency and prosody. 

Half-termly reads with SLT
All stake-holders in school are aware of the importance of reading. We know our children need to see different role models sharing stories with them. Our Senior Leadership Team read half-termly with a class of children, sharing texts that they love (after discussion with the class teacher). This special reading time is enjoyed by both our staff and children alike. These sessions allow all stake-holders the opportunity to read in school, talk to children about reading and its importance and share further quality texts with all of our children. 

Library 
Every class has their own dedicated reading area to help foster a love of reading. Books are readily accessible for children to select books for their classroom in addition to their home reading books. 

All children have weekly access to books in our school library. In this time, children have the opportunity to visit the school library, select a book to take home and record their views on the book from our story book bag. 

Children have the opportunity to read to themselves or in pairs/small groups and share their love of reading. 

Book Club
We have established Book Club for our Y6 children. The club runs one a week during lunchtime for roughly 25 minutes. This club has been developed in consultation with the children to meet their interests. 

A small group of children requested a quiet space where they could read a book of their choice independently. Many others requested a book club with the opportunity to take a book home to read before gathering the following week to discuss in small groups. The children were given 3 quality texts to pick from based on the titles, book covers and blurbs. 

This club will now continue until the end of the year, with the aim to offer this out to more children within UKS2. 

Reading Ambassadors
At St. Michael’s we truly value the importance of reading, knowing this is vital in underpinning our whole school curriculum. To support us in improving our reading we have Reading Ambassadors in our Key Stage 2 classes. These children are fantastic role models who read regularly, encourages others to read and enjoy reading.
Our Reading Ambassadors work with our reading leaders in school, communicate key messages with their classes and sharing their love of reading. In their classrooms, they manage story book bags, ensure reading areas are looked after and take feedback from their peers. 
As our Reading Ambassadors’ role develops, they will be leading reading activities during the school day e.g. break and lunch times.

Celebration of Reading
We celebrate reading at every opportunity. We ensure our children fully participate in World Book Day and poetry competitions within our school trust. These events are popular with our children, they particularly enjoy listening to readers of other schools. 

Parental engagement
Daily story book bags
Every class in school has a story book bag. This includes: a story, a reading dog and instructions for parents. Every child has the opportunity to take their story book bag home throughout the half-term. This is an additional opportunity for children to read with their parents. Books have been carefully selected so that these can be read within one evening and returned the following day. 

Books are changed half-termly so that children are given the opportunity to take home additional books six times over the course of the year. The main driver for this was to continue to promote reading with our children and their families. 

Story time
We invite parents to join us in school for our story time on a half-termly basis. This provides an opportunity for children to enjoy a story with their parents. Teachers share the class novel during this time so that parents have an opportunity to hear the texts being used in class. Teachers are also able to use the time to model good reading practices for reading together with children in order to support children’s understanding of the text and maintaining engagement. 

Book fairs 
During our Parent’s Evenings, we arrange book fairs to ensure our parents have the opportunity to access quality texts for children to read at home. 


